This lesson is for high school juniors or seniors studying The Crucible by Arthur Miller. The objective of the lesson is for students to acquire an understanding of Puritan life during the time of the Salem Witch Trials so they can determine how Puritan beliefs and punishments could have played  a role in creating the hysteria of the time. At the same time, students will understand the importance of evaluating a website to determine if the information they are using for their research is reliable.

Students are given a take home assignment before coming to the library. The assignment has the student research a website for background information on the New England Colonies while also researching the criteria of a website which makes it credible.

The lesson addresses the following Common Core Standards:
CC 11-12 R.I. 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

CC 11-12 R.L. 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CC 11-12 W. 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

2. f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

The Lesson
Objective:  Students will be able to evaluate websites for credibility and authority, which will ensure they gather reliable information for their research on Puritan life in the New England colonies.

Aim: How can I determine if a website is a reliable source for my research? 

Procedure:

Do Now:  Student’s received a homework assignment the night before. Ask them to take out homework.


- Why did I ask them to evaluate the website on the assignment? 


- Who can write a website? 


- Who is an expert?


- Review answers to assignment.

- Open a webpage to Google and enter a search on Puritan children life


- Review search results with students.



Discuss the student's website selection process.



Discuss search engine process.

Students will visit the class assignment website: http://ibenglish-11.wikispaces.com/.

Here they will find the two websites they will need to review in order to complete the assignment.

Students will work in pairs to complete the in class assignment. The student on the left will complete the answers for the first website. The student on the right will answer the questions for the second website. Then they will share their answers with each other.
Closure:  We will discuss answers as a class. 

Students will use their research to complete an on-line assignment. They will write a brief paragraph assigned by their English teacher and submit the answer on the class assignment website using google.forms. 

Documents needed to complete assignment:
Assignment Sheets
Homework assignment - Child in New England

Class Assignment - Crucible  in-class website evaluation assignment
Class Assignment Website:

http://ibenglish-11.wikispaces.com/

